
ART REVIEW 

Shimmering 
forms 
Ann Donald sees the light 
at a hologram installation 
in the Collins Gallery. 
'The Appliance Of Science' - the 
Zanussi washing-machine slogan -
could equally be used to describe the 
artistic productions of artists Susan 
Gamble and Michael Wenyon. For this 
seemingly incompatible duo are forging 
ahead in marrying the two traditionally 
contentious disciplines of science and 
art in their holographic explorations. 

Certainly there is a history of artists 
such as Leonardo Da Vinci straying 
into the scientific field. But since the 
Renaissance and especially after the 
18th century in Britain, the two seemed 
to be on divergent courses. However, in 
the light of our 20th century 
technological revolution an increasing 
number of the artistic fraternity are 
making tentative steps to harness this 
untapped techno-power and channel it 
into some form of artistic expression. 

Gamble and Weynon seem to 
epitomise this new breed - Gamble 
studied Fine Art at Goldsmith's while 
Wenyon studied physics and optics at 
Bristol University. Since meeting at 
Goldsmith's Holography Workshop in 
1980 they have formed a challenging 
partnership that seeks to fathom and 
reflect upon the symbiotic relationship 
between their separate schools of 
training. As they explain in the 
catalogue for their exhibition, 'rather 
than commenting directly on the 
aesthetics of nature as revealed by 
science . . . we set out to refer to the 
conceptual process of science and its 
visual manifestations.' 
These 'manifestations' are 3-D visual 

experiments eons removed from the 

gimmicky bad-taste effects one usually 
associates with holograms. As well as 
holograms they employ photographic 
projections, glass plates, easels and 
stage-lighting to create art installations 
that have the added remit of 
questioning the way in which we 
understand the phenomena of light and 
optical illusion. 
Newton's Rings is a glowing 

exploration of philosophical and 
painterly ideas that was apparently 
fired by their 1987 residency at the 
Royal Greenwich Observatory. It was 
here in the Observatory's library that 
they discovered Isaac Newton's pivotal 
1704 treatise Opliks, a text on lenses, 
mirrors, light and astronomy. The 
resulting work shows large black and 
white film images of the library's 
shelves projected onto backdrops 
behind a tryptic easel of mesmeric 
coloured holograms. What the artists 
are trying to communicate is that the 
holograms are in fact Newton's Rings, 
thus demonstrating the visual result of 

the scientific information contained in 
the black and white tomes behind. 

This self-reflective method - where 
the content is about the medium -
intensified with their later work as 
visiting professors at the University of 
Tsukuba, Japan. In works such as 
Bibliography and Scroll the ironic 
presentation of books in holographic 
form pays homage to the written word 
as a source of scientific and artistic 
ideas. Yet there is a twist in there 
because the technology and science that 
Gamble and Wenyon employ is 
threatening to turn the book into an 
endangered species. 

Neverthless, with a current residency 
at the Royal Observatory, Edinburgh to 
create an environment of computer-
programmed holograms designed to 
animate the surrounding architecture, 
Gamble and Wenyon are clearly aiming 
for the stars. 

Volumes is at The Collins Gallery, 
Glasgow from 3-28 May. 
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